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GOD’S AMAZING GRACE 
OUR JOURNEY TO THE VALLEY 

THROUGH STORY AND SONG 
 

Prelude Sidewalk Prelude 

 John Taylor, bagpipes 

 An American Sonata Charles Callahan 

 Ms. Sally Millar, flute; Ms. Beverly Clark, organ 

 Variations on Amazing Grace Wilbur Held 

 Mr. Hector Zavala, violin; Mr. Larry Correll, organ 

Processional Amazing Grace Traditional 

 John Taylor, bagpipes 

Words of Welcome  The Rev. Webster Gibson, Rector 

  Christ Episcopal Church, host 

The Assembly Sings Could We Sing Together Tune: Austria 
  Text:  The Rev. James Hewitt  
  The Rev. Rich Reifsnyder 

The assembly please stand. 

1. From ancestral lands we traveled 

To the Shenandoah’s vale; 

Christ, the captain of our journeying; 

Hope, the wind that filled our sails. 

Seeking freedom from principalities, 

Peace to live in faithfulness 

To the calling of Holy Spirit 

Wooing us to holiness. 

 

 2. From our various departures 

And divergent points of view 

We confess one Lord and Savior 

And his pow’r to make us new 

Diff’rent ways to speak the gospel 

Diverse ways to sing God’s praise 

We must not allow to splinter us 

In the living of these days. 

 

Track #1 

Track #2 
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There I shall bathe my weary soul in seas of heavenly rest, 

And not a wave of trouble roll across my peaceful breast. 

 

Little Marlborough –  
Lord, what a feeble piece is this, our mortal frame! 

Our life, how poor a trifle ‘tis that scarce deserves a name. 

 

Our moments fly apace, and will our minutes slay; 

Just like a flood our hasty days are sweeping us away. 

Exultation (instrumental) 

Ninety-fifth – 
When I can read my title clear to mansions in the skies, 

I bid farewell to every fear and wipe my weeping eyes. 

 

Harmony Grove (New Britain) – 
Amazing grace, how sweet the sound 

That saved a wretch like me.  

I once was lost but now am found, 

Was blind but now I see.       Amen. 
 

Appreciation is expressed to Dr. Sarah Meschutt, Curator of Collections and to Mr. 
Corwyn Garman, Registrar, both of the Museum of the Shenandoah Valley, for their 
assistance in this project by granting permission to examine ‘The Virginia 
Harmony’ and for providing copies of selected melodies for use in the creation of 
this composition. 

 

Organ Postlude Improvisation James Kriewald 

�  �  � 
Please continue our fellowship by coming to the parish hall in the adjacent 

building. Refreshments have been provided from the host churches, and a display of 

early American hymnals provided from many sources for this occasion. 

 
Offering baskets are provided at the entrances to the church and the reception hall 

for your generous donations for those in need, as provided by C-CAP, Winchester’s 

Congregational Community Action Project. “Inasmuch as you did it unto the least 
of these my brethren, you did it unto Me.”  
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AFRICAN-AMERICAN METHODISTS : JOHN MANN (1790’S) 

“Our History” 

Stephanie Curry, reader 
The John Mann Choir, Gwen Nickens, director 

 

Shared Spirituals: Ride on, King Jesus 

 Hush, Hush, Somebody’s Calling My Name 

 Woke Up This Morning with my Mind Made on Jesus 

 

�  �  � 
 

The assembly please stand. 
Closing prayer 

Festival Anthem “Virginia’s Harmonies” James H. Laster 

A setting of tunes from ‘The Virginia Harmony’ 
composed for this occasion and sung by combined choirs 

 
Greenfield – How tedious and tasteless the hours 
When Jesus no longer I see! 

Sweet prospects, sweet birds and sweet flowers, 

Have lost all their sweetness to me; 

 

The midsummer sun shines but dim, 

The fields strive in vain to look gay; 

But when I am happy in him, 

December’s as pleasant as May. 

 

His name yields the sweetest perfume, 

And sweeter than music His voice; 

His presence disperses my gloom, 

And makes all within me rejoice. 

 

Oh, drive these dark clouds from my sky, 

Thy soul-cheering presence restore, 

Or take me to thee upon high, 

Where winter and clouds are no more. 

Pisgah –  When I can read my title clear to mansions in the skies, 

I bid farewell to every fear, and wipe my weeping eyes. 

Track #15 

Track #16 

3 

3. In such times of signal violence 

Terror sings a siren song. 

Our world dares the deepest darkness; 

We must be not be dragged along. 

Rather might we together offer 

To our God a symphony, 

Diverse strains as parts in chorus: 

Hope and faith in harmony? 

 

4. For the future’s fruitful promise 

We would join our songs today 

Hoping that in our obedience 

God might forge a clearer way 

That the meek might soon inherit 

What the pure in heart shall see 

In our midst that new community 

That by grace will one day be. 

�  �  � 
THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH IN WINCHESTER 

HISTORICAL VIGNETTES 

Brief glimpses of each denomination’s local history are presented, as much as can 

be determined, in the order in which each faith community arrived in this region of 

the Shenandoah Valley, sharing also a hymn representative of its tradition. The 

vignettes are connected by stanzas of “Amazing Grace”, the first printing of whose 

tune and text together is believed to have appeared here in Winchester, a prominent 

book-printing center in the post-colonial era, in the hymnal The Virginia Harmony. 

CHRIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH (1740’S) 

“A Journey Begins ” 

 Reader: Gene Babb 
Christ Church Choir: 

Come, O thou Traveler unknown, 

whom still I hold, but cannot see! 

My company before is gone, 

And I am left alone with Thee; 

With Thee all night I mean to stay, 

And wrestle till the break of day. 

I need not tell Thee who I am, 

My misery and sin declare; 

Track #3 
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Thyself hast called me by my name, 

Look on Thy hands, and read it there; 

But who, I ask Thee, who art Thou? 

Tell me Thy name, and tell me now. 

Yield to me now, for I am weak, 

But confident in self-despair; 

Speak to my heart, in blessings speak, 

Be conquered by my instant prayer; 

Speak, or Thou never hence shalt move, 

And tell me if Thy Name is Love. 

 

The Assembly, joining choir: 

’Tis Love! ’tis Love! Thou diedst for me! 

I hear Thy whisper in my heart; 

The morning breaks, the shadows flee, 

Pure, universal love Thou art; 

To me, to all, Thy *bowels move; 

Thy nature and Thy Name is Love. 

To me, to all, Thy *bowels move; 

Thy nature and Thy Name is Love. 
 
 

*Text: Charles Wesley, 1742 (Gen. 32:24-32) Wesley’s original word here was 
bowels. Modern day editions use the word “mercies.” 

 

�  �  � 
Solo: Eric Sillers 

 

Amazing grace, how sweet the sound 

That saved a wretch like me; 

I once was lost, but now am found, 

Was blind, but now I see.  

�  �  � 
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH (1740’S) 

“Hither by Thy Help We’ve Come: Baptists in the Valley” 

Phil Luttrell, narrator 

 

The Assembly Sings: Please Stand 

Track #4 
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The Assembly Sings: 

Holy God, we praise they name! 

Lord of all, we bow before thee; 

All on earth thy scepter claim, 

All in heav’n above adore thee; 

Infinite thy vast domain, 

Everlasting is thy reign. 

Infinite thy vast domain, 

Everlasting is thy reign 

 

Hark! The loud celestial hymn 

Angel choirs above are raising; 

Cherubim and Seraphim 

In unceasing chorus praising, 

Fill the heav’ns with sweet accord: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord! 

Fill the heav’ns with sweet accord: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord! 

 

Holy Father, Holy Son, 

Holy Spirit, Three we name thee, 

While in essence only One, 

Undivided God we claim thee, 

And adoring bend the knee, 

While we own the mystery. 

And adoring bend the knee, 

While we own the mystery. 

 

�  �  � 
The assembly sings, with choir descant: 

 
The earth shall soon dissolve like snow, 

The sun forbear to shine; 

But God, who called me here below, 

Will be forever mine. 

 

Track #14 
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METHODISTS AND THE EVANGELICAL UNITED BRETHREN 

(1770’S) 

“United??” 

Readers: Cheryl Dyksen, Andy Kiser, Linda Shimer 

The Assembly Sings: 

A charge to keep I have, a God to glorify; 

A never-dying soul to save and fit it for the sky. 

 

To serve the present age, my calling to fulfill. 

Oh, may it all my powers engage to do my Master’s will! 

�  �  � 
Baptist style: Piano and Organ (James Kriewald, Larry Correll) 

The assembly sings: 
 

When we’ve been there ten thousand years, 

Bright shining as the sun, 

We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise 

Than when we’d first begun. 

�  �  � 

CHURCH OF THE SACRED HEART OF JESUS 

ROMAN CATHOLIC (1790’S) 

 

“Soli Deo Gloria – The Catholic Church in the Shenandoah Valley” 

Readers – members of the Sacred Heart Choir 
 

 

Anthem “O Bone Jesu” Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina 

  (c. 1525-1594) 

The Sacred Heart Choir Sings: 

O good Jesus, have mercy upon us, 

forThou hast created us, 

Thou hast redeemed us 

by thy most precious blood. 

 

Track #11 

Track #12 

Track #13 
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Come, thou Fount of ev’ry blessing, tune my heart to sing thy grace; 

Streams of mercy, never ceasing, call for songs of loudest praise. 

While the hope of endless glory fills my heart with joy and love, 

Teach me ever to adore thee: may I still thy goodness prove. 

Here I raise my Ebenezer: “Hither by thy help I’ve come”; 

And I hope, by thy good pleasure, safely to arrive at home. 

Jesus sought me when a stranger, wand’ring from the fold of God; 

He, to rescue me from danger, interposed his precious blood. 

Oh, to grace how great a debtor daily I’m constrained to be; 

Let that grace now, like a fetter, bind my wand’ring heart to thee. 

Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it; prone to leave the God I love. 

Here’s my heart, oh, take and seal it; seal it for thy courts above. 

�  �  � 
“Lining out” – assembly follows leader, Philip Sargent: 

 
‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 

And grace my fears relieved; 

How precious did that grace appear 

The hour I first believed. 
 

�  �  � 

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH (1740’S) 

Scene One: “The arrival of German Lutherans” 

(singing Stanza 1 of “A Mighty Fortress” in German) 
 

The Assembly Sings: 

Though hordes of devils fill the land 

All threat’ning to devour us, 

We tremble not, unmoved we stand; 

They cannot overpow’r us. 

Let this world’s tyrant rage; 

In battle we’ll engage. 

His might is doomed to fail; 

God’s judgment must prevail! 

One little word subdues him. 

 
Scene Two: “Word, Worship, and Sacrament –  

Track #5 

Track #6 

Track #7 
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A visit of Pastor John Casper Stoever in the home of Joist Hite, May 16, 1735” 

The Assembly Sings: 

No strength of ours can match his might! 

We would be lost, rejected. 

But now a champion comes to fight, 

Whom God himself elected. 

You ask who this may be? 

The Lord of hosts is he! 

Christ Jesus, mighty Lord, 

God’s only Son, adored. 

He holds the field victorious. 
 

Scene Three: “Evangelical Foundations for the Future – 

The Enduring Work of Christian Streit” 

The Assembly Sings: 

God’s Word forever shall abide, 

No thanks to foes, who fear it; 

For God himself fights by our side 

With weapons of the Spirit. 

Were they to take our house, 

Goods, honor, child, or spouse, 

Though life be wrenched away, 

They cannot win the day. 

The kingdom’s ours forever! 
 

Participants-- Director: Gini Cyr; Musician: Daniel Hannemann; Narrator: John 
Schreiner; Pastor Stoever: Dennis Shows; Pastor Streit: Timothy Mayfield ; 
Teacher: Matt Laschalt; Men: Wayne Carbaugh, Ed Rittenhouse; Women: Sue 
Correll, Arlene Carbaugh, Debra Shows, Rachel Shows; Children:, Killian 
Laschalt, Abby Laschalt., Micaela McCann (Quotations from This Heritage by 
William Edward Eisenberg, a former pastor at Grace.) 

 

�  �  � 
Solo (Kentucky mountain style) – Janette Ogg 

 
Through many dangers, toils and snares, 

I have already come; 

‘Tis grace hath brought me safe thus far, 

And grace will lead me home. 

Track #8 
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (1740’S) 

“Some Congregants Discussing the Presbyterian Future (1798)” 

 

The Cast Sings: 

All people that on earth do dwell, 

Sing to the Lord with cheerful voice; 

Him serve with mirth, his praise forth tell; 

Come ye before him and rejoice. 

The Assembly Sings: 

Know that the Lord is God indeed; 

Without our aid he did us make. 

We are his folk, he doth us feed, 

And for his sheep he doth us take. 

 

Oh, enter then his gates with praise; 

Approach with joy his courts unto; 

Praise, laud, and bless his name always, 

For it is seemly so to do. 

 

For why? The Lord our God is good; 

His mercy is forever sure; 

His truth at all times firmly stood, 

And shall from age to age endure. 
 

Participants— Col. Henry Beatty: Alex Iden; James Henning: Harry Ridgeway; 
Mrs. Ann Gamble: Trish Ridgeway; John. Bell: Tom Bell (playing his great-great 
grandfather); Catherine MacKay: Mary Bruce Glaize; Sarah Smith: Kathy Bell; 
Robert Smith: Bryan Corsnitz 

�  �  � 
Shape-note style – The Assembly Sings 

 
The Lord has promised good to me; 

His word my hope secures; 

He will my shield and portion be 

As long as life endures. 

 

Track #9 
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